Hacking/Ringcraft by Celjan Paynter

In Hand Showing

Ringcraft

The object of the exercise is to show your horse in the best possible way so that the judge cannot fail to notice it. The most important thing you have to remember is that from the moment you enter the ring and for every moment you are in it your horse is on show. Anyone who has ever judged will tell you that there may only be one judge in the ring but there are at least ten more looking on. There may even be someone watching who will be judging your horse next time out.

Although the competition is judged according to the performance and impression of the horse on the day in the opinion of that particular judge, judges are only human and can be influenced by past impressions too. An efficient and well-turned-out exhibitor can contribute to this impression just as much as the look of the horse, so remember to dress neatly and correctly for the particular class you are entering.

The main system of showing in Australia, is based largely on the traditional British comparative method, where the competitors are judged in comparison with each other, the European system of showing, however is where the judges occupy different positions in the arena and the horse is sometimes lead around three sides of a triangle and marked by each judge, independently of the others, against an ideal standard, with the one gaining the highest marks 'winning'. The procedures in the ring are different for the two methods, so I will stick to the method most commonly used in Australia.

With all systems of judging the competition can be broken down into a number of distinct phases.

1. Before entering the ring
The art of show ring presentation:- your horse should be in the right frame of mind, having been quietly led around to settle, if excitable, and looking as good as you can possibly manage. Before you enter the ring leave enough time for the last minute touch up, wipe your horse over with a soft clean cloth, remove stray hairs and dust, and touch up the hoofs.

You will have been casting an eye over the opposition in the meantime and if you have the chance will have chosen the competitor to follow when you are instructed to enter the ring. If you have a free-going horse you may want to lead if your horse lacks presence you may want to follow one that particularly lacks it, or alternatively follow one that looks as if it is excitable or badly behaved in the hopes that some of the enthusiasm rubs off (taking care not to get kicked). The ring steward will collect your entry ticket, and it is now that presence is important, the well-known 'look at me' factor that everyone wants in a show horse. First impressions are very important and the minute you enter the ring the judge will be looking for the outstanding animals and getting a feel of the class generally with a view to choosing the first line up.

As you enter the ring make sure that your horse is leading well with the degree of activity that suits it best, that you are level with its shoulder and have a good contact with its head, that your lead rein is held securely and tidily with no trailing ends.

2. Entering the ring
In nearly all in-hand classes the leader goes on the outside of the ring and the horses circuit the ring in a clockwise direction. Allow plenty of space between your horse and the horse in front so that you are not forced to check your horse behind a slow-moving horse and so that you don't get kicked. After about two circuits of the ring you should keep an eye on the ring steward next to the judge for further instructions.

Once the class is in progress some of the phases of the competition described below may be left out at the judge's discretion.

3. The trot
In pony classes particularly, competitors may be halted on the track and asked to trot individually past the judge to the rear of the competitors. A lot depends on where the judge is standing and any faults that your horse may have as to how you deal with this.

Regardless of the type of class, at this stage the judge will be looking at the action in profile, for such things as knee action and engagement of the hocks, but the judge may be able to see the straightness of the action depending on the angle of view. Ideally you should ensure that your horse is alert and active the second you start to walk forward, the horse should be rounded and hopefully showing a reasonable length of rein rather than being over bent. At the trot it is more important than at the walk to maintain the contact with the horse via the rein. A beautifully balanced horse can trot on a loose rein without any problem, providing it has good manners, but generally it is nice to have the horse going into its bridle and trotting with you. When you start to trot balance is everything, so you should still be level with the shoulder and able to run fast enough to keep pace with the horse, rather than hanging back and pulling the horse's head around you, which can make it look as if the horse is throwing the offside foreleg.

All being well you should trot on fast enough to show off the extension of the trot without becoming unbalanced or breaking into a canter, continue around the ring so that the judge can have a good look, then return to the walk calmly before you return to the line up with the other competitors.

4. The line up
Usually the judge will call in the best first but not always. You will be expected to line up, off the track, and to remain halted until it is your turn to show your horse to the judge. If there are a lot of competitors don't be lulled into a false sense of security and let your horse go to sleep with hind legs resting, even if you think the judge may not appear to be watching they actually might be. On the other hand it is very unwise to keep nagging at a horse, because it can only concentrate for so long. Some judges find this irritating too because it is fussy and unnecessary. Teach your horse to stand properly as a habit and then allow it to relax briefly until it is its turn to exude presence. At the signal from the steward or judge walk your horse forward smartly.

5. Standing up for the judge
When called, you should walk forward away from the distraction of the other horses and halt in front of the judge. You will have a few seconds to stand your horse up so that the judge can look at the general conformation.
The English traditional method requires the horse to stand with all four legs visible at once when viewed from the side. The feet should all be facing forwards. As the judge walks around to see the other side there is no need to rearrange the horse's legs.

Making the horse stand correctly is very much a matter of training and always insisting that it stands properly at home. This will develop the muscles and ligaments concerned and become more comfortable and easier to sustain. If the horse is used to having its stance adjusted one leg at a time by slight pressure on the shoulder (on the same side as the leg in question) pushing it backwards, standing it up correctly in the ring should not pose too many problems. It is better to nudge the horse backwards than to drag it forwards by the lead rein which can be misinterpreted as the signal to walk on. It also balances the horse better, bringing the hocks under the body rather than pulling the horse on to its fore, and so makes for a better outline. Once the legs are right the horse should be encouraged to reach forward slightly to show off the length of rein and then to prick its ears and look alert: the presence factor, again! This cannot be underestimated and is all the more important for a plainer horse. If the horse is utterly beautiful it just needs to be standing correctly without its head on the ground, and providing it is taking an interest in things, will show itself without needing to be fussed over.

Keeping horses alert at this stage is an art in itself and a variety of methods are used. The most popular is to pick a blade of grass, and encourage the horse to take an interest in it, this will cause the horse to focus on the grass instead of gazing around or fidgeting, you can then dictate how much it stretches its neck and the height of the head. Just as a tip when I train our stallions for showing at home, I have a sweat/lolly wrapper in my pocket and also a small treat, (apple or carrot) I offer the treat and ruffle the wrapper at the same time, after a couple of treats they associate the noise of the wrapper with a treat, eventually on hearing the (wrapper rustle) they prick their ears and extend their neck looking for the treat, in the show ring I carry the lolly wrapper and rustle it at the appropriate time. No doubt it works every time.

6. The individual show
When the judge has seen enough at the halt you will be asked to walk away, turn and then trot back past the judge and return to the line. The judge will be looking to see if the action is correct. As you walk away he will be standing behind you to watch the hind legs for cow hocks and sideways movement in the hocks, as well as wide or close action. When you turn and trot back he looks at the action in front for dishing. As you go past the judge can check the earlier impressions of knee action and hock engagement, and as you go away the judge will stand behind you and look at the hind leg action at the trot and if you trot on right round the corner he can see the action again in profile.

This is where the assessment of your horse's weaknesses and strengths really comes into its own because your horse has the judge's undivided attention. How you lead your horse is of paramount importance. Always remember to turn the horse away from you so that it remains balanced and can not tread on you.

Bad behavior can sometimes disguise action but if the judge is prevented from seeing your horse move you may well be asked to do it again, and subsequent failure will mean that you cannot be placed.

7. The final walk round
If the judge has difficulty deciding or wants to check something, some of the competitors may be asked to walk round the judge in a smaller circle. As before you should give yourself enough space so that your horse is not impeded or distracted by the others. At this stage you should be watching the steward beside the judge like a hawk, particularly once you have seen them conferring.

8. Calling in and the final judging

When the steward calls you in, you should walk smartly to where you were previously lined up and halt. Keep an eye on the proceedings,  if you are not called in first so that you line up on the correct side of the horse called in before you. Stand your horse up immediately and concentrate on the presence factor for all you are worth while the judge walks down the line. Even if you are not the apparent winner you should not let up for a second because a pleasing aspect can sometimes result in a last minute change of place.

9. Presentation of ribbons
Whatever your final placing, when you are handed your ribbon you should thank the judge politely and look reasonably pleased even if you are disappointed. There is nothing worse than a sore loser. Male competitors should remove their hats. You can now give your horse a pat. It is common practice to leave the ring in the order in which the class was judged with the first place getter in the lead. 

Ridden Classes
I will not presume to be able to cover all classes or breed classification classes in the ridden section of this showing document, I will however generalize and explain some of the more common classes found at various Shows around Australia.
Hopefully this article may give you some insight into what the various class requirements are, all opinions expressed below are made purely as a generalisation, and judge's viewpoints vary from judge to judge.

Leading rein classes
In leading rein classes, you will normally find that the age of the rider is stipulated on the program, the age of the rider can sometimes vary from class to class and from the various breed organizations that conduct the class at their various shows. In leading rein classes the role of the leader is just to be there to restrain the pony if necessary, normally the lead rein will be held in the left hand of the handler/leader with the right hand near the lead rein but not actually touching the lead. The object is to display to the judge the manners of the pony. The leader's clothes don't have to match the riders clothing but this seems to be the trend nowadays, a smart outfit however would be essential (first impressions) you know what I mean. The leader's cloths must also be practical, sensible shoes, a jacket and a nice small hat that won't blow off. The object is to look smart, elegant and coordinated. The pony must display good manners. This means that the winner could be a quite plain pony compared to the rest of the class but with very good manners.
Height Classes

Pony classes, the term 'Open' means that the class is for any breed of pony, and then the height of the pony is stipulated, it is a good idea to know how high your pony is as if it 'does not come up to size' (to small) or is 'over the size' (to large) for a particular class, the steward may call you a side to measure your pony. The letters n/e mean 'not exceeding' = not over the specified height. If I took my 12hh pony to a show with the classes listed below it would be entered in class 2. You must make sure you read the class heights carefully as some times they could be written differently for an example Open Pony 12hh & n/e 13hh the word OVER is removed which means that the pony can be 12hh

1. Open Pony n/e 11hh 

2. Open Pony Over 11hh & n/e 12hh 

3. Open Pony Over 12hh & n/e 13hh 

4. Open Pony Over 13hh & n/e 14hh

Galloway classes, the term 'Open' means that the class is for any breed of Galloway, and then the height of the Galloway is stipulated. The letters n/e mean 'not exceeding' = not over the specified height.

1. Open Galloway Over 14hh & n/e 14.2hh 

2. Open Galloway Over 14.2hh & n/e 15hh

Hack classes, the term 'Open' means that the class is for any breed of Hack, and then the height of the hack is stipulated. The letters n/e mean 'not exceeding' = not over the specified height.

1. Open Hack Over 15hh & n/e 15.2hh 

2. Open Hack Over 15.2hh & n/e 16hh 

3. Open Hack Over 16hh

The correct attire for Open Classes should be worn Riding Jacket etc.
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**please note that what is written below applies to Australian horse-showing**
Showing (also known as Hacking- In Australia), in Australia is it's own equestrian discipline. Like Dressage showing involves having the horse working balanced supple etc. But not only is it judged on criteria of suppleness etc. It is also judged on the horse's looks, movement, presentation and conformation. A horse that maybe a champion in dressage may not necessarily do well in the show-ring. In Australia, showing is categorised into height categories (the most common) and occasionaly the odd weight categories. There are classes for both Ridden and In-Hand. 

Height Categories:
Depending on your horse's height (an official height certificate must be obtained annually) there are three main groups that your horse will be classified into: Small Pony (under 12.2hh, 12.2hh-13hh), Large Pony (13hh-14hh), Small Galloway (14hh-14.2hh), Large Galloway (14.2hh-15hh), Small Hack (15hh-15.2hh), Medium Hack (15.2hh-16hh), Large Hack (16hh-16.2hh, over 16.2hh) 

Weight Categories: 
Weight Classes are more common in some states than others. These classes are held in conjuction with the height classes. There are 2 main groups: Lightweight and Heavyweight. If your horse is classified into the lightweight or heavyweight sections, is decided by yourself or sometimes before rings begin, horses may be asked to collect and the judges decide. Generally a horse that is fine boned and 'looks' (lightweight does not mean it is underweight or skinny) like the lighter type breed then it will be classified as lightweight. While the more thicker boned chunky horses are classified heavyweight. Another way to decide which section your horse is in is by the thickness of your horse's lower leg.  

Placings:
As in any competitive sport there are placings. In smaller shows places will range from 1st to 3rd or 1st to 4th. The larger competitions the placings will range from 1st to 6th 

First.....blue 
Second....red 
Third.....green 
Fourth....white 
Fifth.....purple (?) 
Sixth.....brown

  

Champion-blue, white and red {or} plain black: 
You are eligible for the championship ONLY if you have won the class. For example, I may receive first prize in the large galloway, therefore am eligible for the galloway championship usually held at the end of the galloway classes. This championship is comprised of the people who have won the classes in the same section in the same ring.  

Reserve Champion- purple: 
You are eligible for the reserve championship if you have not won the championship but competed FOR the championship OR you came second to the champion in the original class. 

Supreme Champion- light blue: 
You are eligible for the supreme championship if you have received a champion at the show. The supreme championship is usually held when all the rings have finished. All judges combine to choose the supreme champion. In other words, the horse who is the supreme champion is the overall winner.  

Dress for rider: 
Ladies (16 & over): 
a)Black bowler hat, black or dark coat, stock or collar and tie, breeches and black riding boots.  
OR 
b)Felt hat or hunting cap, riding coat, collar and tie (not a stock)jodphurs and brown jodphur boots or breeches and black riding boots  

Gentlemen (16 & over): 
In hack classes gentlemen should wear black bowler or felt cap or hunting cap, riding coat, collar and tie (not a stock) and breeches with riding boots or jodphurs with jodphur boots 

Girls & Boys (16 & under): 
In hack classes, girls and boys under 16 years of age, should wear felt hat or hunting cap, riding coat, collar and tie, jodphurs with jodphur boots 

Saddlery:
Ordinary snaffle (with or without a dropped nose band), a simple double bridle or ordinary pelham must be used. Numnahs shaped to fit the saddle neatly is preferable. Show/Dressage/All Purpose saddles are also preferable. No artificial aids (ie. martingales etc.), no breastplates. A number holder should be used only if you are competing at a large show when you have an allocated number  

RING CRAFT:
Be sure to be ready for your event and preferably be waiting outside the ring before the event before yours, has finished. When everyone from that event has left the ring, you may enter the ring and go around it, in the anit-clockwise direction. From the minute you have entered the ring, the judge will be watching you, so aim for a nice strong, forward moving walk. Make sure your horse is round and paying attention to you. When the judge says "Walk on Please", you know that the judging has started. Keep relaxed and forward thinking. When the judge asks for "trot on please", do not rush your transition, but go into it smoothly. That goes for the transition to canter also. In any case that you have to over take, overtake on the outside, as to not obstruct the view of anyone else. Also, do not run up any other horse's backside. DO NOT circle closely around the judge/judges. Trust me, they do not like it.  

The horse who the judge calls in first, will be the favorite, so watch that horse carefully during it's workout and see if you can make your horse improve on anything that horse has done. When and IF you are called in, bring your horse slowly back to a trot and come and line up in the order you were called. The judge, or helper will explain the workout to the line-up. If you are unsure, ask the judge or helper to explain it again. Just before it is your turn, tell it back to the judge/helper to see if you have it right. Ride your workout as if it was just a training session at home. Come back to the judge and back into your spot in the line-up. Give the judge a smile and pat your horse on the neck (the judges like that!).If you are placed, step forward and the judge will come and put the rossette/ribbon either around your horse's neck (turnout, horse classes etc.) or around your arm (rider class). (be sure to actually step up to the judge and not wait for them to come to  you)  **note** If you are from America, I have been kindly informed that you should not pat your horse in the ring- you may even be disqualified- so please keep that in mind. 

Don't forget to say thank you when you receive. Depending on the judge, he/she may explain to you (if you maybe came 3rd) what you did wrong in your workout or what you can improve. If you did get placed you may have to do a lap of honour at trot or canter if not, congratulate the other riders and walk off quietly. 

