Northside Riding Club - 30 years young

Northside Riding Club is fast approaching its 30th birthday
and with this in mind | felt it was time to put pen to paper
and let some of you in on the why, how and who of the
formation of this great club of ours.

It all began when nine of the female members/instructors
from Manly Warringah Pony Club became frustrated with
the limitations of pony club. What they really wanted was:
e to have a go at some bigger jumping fences

e to be able to compete in rider classes on ponies instead
of just hack classes

e alcohol at event days (some things never change!)

e to be able to compete in any equestrian phase as a beginner
without being shown up by young ponyclubbers.

One of these women, Rosemary
Dancer, remembered some of the
English horse magazines she had
been given as a school girl that
talked about ADULT Riding Clubs.
With this idea in mind, our rebel
adults printed and distributed fliers
all over the Manly Warringah area
announcing an open meeting at
Kinka Reserve. The meeting was a
great success, a steering committee
was formed, soon followed by the
actual formation of Northside
Riding Club as the first adult riding
club in NSW. The first NagRag was
published in April 1973.
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The first event held was a
gymkhana at Blackbutts Oval.
This started the first pointscore
competition, fiercely fought out
over the next 7 months between
Alex Stevenson on ‘Unique’ and
Heath Harris on ‘Tiny’ and
eventually won by Alex. The
prize at the end was a Kara Kar horse float!
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and showjumping rounds. The
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on the peninsula.
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During that first year NRC ran gymkhanas, a
dressage day, three cross country days and a
social trail ride. The first cross country day will
probably make you all shudder!! The obstacles _’:’J_.E':"'-:"_-:
consisted of fallen trees strapped together with |

8 gauge wire, car wheels (no not just tyres!), car ——

doors, bonnets, seats and corrugated iron. Amazingly no
injuries were incurred and it was won by Heath Harris on his
horse ‘Richard Cranium’. The club also held a rodeo at Heath
Harris’s property at Bloodwood Park that attracted some 500
spectators. The highest dressage pointscore in the 18 months
year won a ‘Danzig’ Dressage saddle donated by Village Court
Saddlery at Castle Hill.
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A cartoon of Heath Harris done by his sister Maria

Our first endurance ride was held about 18 months after the
formation of the club. It started at St Ives Showground and in
those days 50 miles on the peninsula was no problem once
passed by the authorities. For successful competitors,
Rosemary had carved beautiful leather belts to compliment the
horse head buckles of the club logo (two of which I still have
and cherish!).

It was becoming very obvious that the club needed its own
grounds. The forming members had noticed a tract of tree
studded land at the back of St Ives Showground so they
approached Kurringai Council who felt it would be OK for us
to clear the land. Time for Wendy Larkin, her boyfriend Larry
and her mum Carol to come into their own!! Carol owned
an earth moving business with a bulldozer and two 10-ton
tip-trucks and Larry was an expert bulldozer driver. Together
with tip-truck drivers, Michael Pomfret and Michael
Hendrikson the land was cleared in one day before the
council even had time for second thoughts!!

During the first years of the club, competitions were held

to design the logo and also to name the club journal - you
should all be very glad we ended up with NagRag as here
were some of the alternatives — The Terrey Hills Whipspur,
The Knackers Weekly Mail Order Catalogue, Stallion Vocallion,
Equitation Exhortation, The Saddle Flap, Crop Crap, Trot Rot,
Bit Shit, Tanta-Mount, The Pig-Root, The Groomers’ Rumour,
The Thoroughbred Thoroughbore, The Globe Trotter, Equi-
librium, The Mange Arranger... the list goes on. Club colours
were established and the horse’s head symbol, which, with a
bit of evolution, we still have today, became our club logo.

| have written this short piece of NRC history a little before

it's 30th anniversary, as | would like to dedicate it to my dear
friend Rosemary Dancer. She had wished to write this piece
herself (and | am sure in much more detail) but she is sadly
bedridden with cancer. | would also like to thank my
longstanding friend Wendy Holloway (née Larkin - yes she did
marry Larry) for supplying me with the memoirs and also to
Rosemary’s son Paul for helping find the first newsletters which
were printed in the back shed at Carol’s earthmoving business.

| apologise for any errors | have made and would love to hear
from anyone with any more details, rectifications or additions.

One of your oldest standing members,
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